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Potential Amalgamation of the Manitoba Branches
Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why is an amalgamation of the Manitoba branches being proposed?
The proposed amalgamation is intended to strengthen member services and create a more sustainable branch structure across Manitoba.
Key reasons include:
· Some branches are experiencing declining membership and related financial constraints.
· Recruiting volunteers for branch executive roles has become increasingly challenging. Amalgamation would reduce the number of presidents, vice-presidents, treasurers, secretaries, and other executive members required.
· A single Manitoba branch could operate more efficiently by coordinating programs, administration, and communications rather than duplicating the same work across four branches.
· The new structure would no longer be centred in four locations. The goal is to have representation from communities throughout the province.
· Members from across Manitoba would be eligible to attend all events in the province.  Currently participation in events is centered around each branch.

2. Will members still be able to participate in in-person meetings and familiar branch activities?
Yes. In-person meetings and activities will continue to be planned throughout Manitoba, along with virtual opportunities for members who cannot attend in person.
As one branch, the Annual General Meeting may look different. For example, the official meeting could be held in one location while members gather at other locations and participate through Zoom. A moderator at each location could help manage questions and voting.
The goal will remain the same: to provide meaningful opportunities for members throughout Manitoba to participate.

3. Who will members contact for support?
The National Office will continue to be available to support members at 855-304-4700
or 613-745-2559 or via email at service@federalretirees.ca.
Manitoba branch contacts will also be listed on an updated webpage. The goal is to have Board representatives from communities throughout the province, so members continue to have accessible regional contacts.

4. When will the amalgamation take place?
The earliest anticipated launch of a new Manitoba branch would be early 2027.
Before amalgamation can proceed:
1. The proposed branch structure must be developed, considering member feedback.
2. Approval must be sought from the National Board of Directors. National Board members and NAFR staff will be engaged and consulted throughout this process.
3. Members must vote to approve the amalgamation.
4. New branch bylaws must be developed and approved.
5. Members must elect a new branch executive.

5. What changes will affect me as a member?
The location and composition of your branch executives will change, but you will continue to have access to support.
Events and activities may also look different. The new structure is intended to provide a wider variety of in-person and virtual meetings, programs, and activities for members across Manitoba.

6. When will members receive updates?
Manitoba members will receive updates at each stage of the process.
The next planned update will be provided during the Branch Fall General Meetings in October and November.

7. How can I provide feedback or obtain more information?
There are several ways to stay informed and share your views:
· Speak with your local branch executive.
· Email your branch: 
· Western Manitoba: westernmanitoba@federalretirees.ca
· Central Manitoba: centralmanitoba@federalretirees.ca
· Winnipeg & District: winnipeg@federalretirees.ca
· Eastern Manitoba: easternmanitoba@federalretirees.ca
· Visit the webpages for: 
· Western Manitoba  https://www.federalretirees.ca/branch/western-manitoba/ 
· Central Manitoba  https://www.federalretirees.ca/branch/central-manitoba/ 
· Winnipeg & District  https://www.federalretirees.ca/branch/winnipeg-district/ 
· Eastern Manitoba  https://www.federalretirees.ca/branch/eastern-manitoba/ 
· Watch for email updates.
· Attend branch meetings.
image1.png
‘\' ;




