                NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL RETIRESS
                      WESTERN MANITOBA BRANCH MB30

                        General Members Meeting – Tuesday, January 30, 2024

Present:  Wendy Jarvin, President; Brett Turner, Vice-President, Rae McBurney, Treasurer; Kathie King, Secretary; Jane Brunet, Director; Garnet Shearer, Director; Brad Kelso, Director; Val Zoerb, Director.  
Regrets: Terry Gunnlaugson, Director

*Meeting held in-person at Riverbank Discovery Center, Brandon, Manitoba*  40 Attendees.

Welcome Remarks:  Wendy Jarvin began with some housekeeping remarks and advised that this meeting was a recruitment meeting as well as a General Meeting.  Wendy gave a brief overview of the agenda and timeframe.

2. Call to Order: Quorum was met, and Wendy Jarvin called the meeting to order at 11:25 am.
  
3. Approval of the Agenda:
Rhonda Mathers moved approval of the agenda.  Seconded by Helen Harrison.  CARRIED

4. Introductions:  Wendy Jarvin introduced the Board of Directors 

5. Branch Report:  Wendy Jarvin reviewed NAFR’s Vision and Mission Statements.

a) Branch Activities:   

“Reach Out”:  to members who had not been receiving emails or Branch information.   In September 2023, a combination of over 200 letters and emails were sent out with 3 purposes:
a. Ensure members were enrolled for Canada Life. 
b. Reinstatement – some members had inadvertently “unsubscribed” to emails or had new email addresses.   A number of members have now been reinstated.
c. To invite members to the 60th Anniversary Celebration held on October 26, 2023.
Twenty-two letters were returned as the addressee was unknown, follow-up to continues.

Manitoba Elections:  The board chose not to have a Town Hall meeting for this Provincial election. Letters were sent to the 18 candidates (out of 30), in our branch area who had the most members residing in their electoral district.  The letters outlined the NAFR priorities.  We now have two provincial government ministers residing within our branch area.

60th Anniversary Celebration:  This event was held on October 26, 2023, at Lady of the Lake, Brandon, Manitoba.   The 150th Anniversary of the RCMP was also celebrated.   The evening included dinner, dancing and entertainment.  A snowstorm prevented some from attending but a good time was had by all who could attend.

Remembrance Day: Donations for wreaths were sent to nine Legion Branches within the area – Brandon, Killarney, Minnedosa, Erickson, Dauphin, Carberry, Boissevain, Neepawa and Souris.

b) Membership/Pensions:  Membership fees have increased according to the indexing rate of our pensions and now stands at $72.60/year for double membership and $55.92/year for single membership.  Wendy Jarvin provided the Pension Center contact information for anyone who may need to update their information.

c) Public Service Health Care Plan/Canada Life:  There are 1,700,000 public servants/ dependents/ and retired enrolled with Canada Life.  NAFR members currently at 170,000 account for 1%.   The roll-over from Sun Life to Canada Life has produced many issues but work has steadily been done and is being done to correct the situation.   The PSHCP booklet is available, if wanted.  Wendy Jarvin gave the website address for Canada Life – welcome.canadalife.com. 

Prescription Drugs:  The maximum dispensation fee is $8.00.  Dispensation fees are covered for 5 times a year under the new plan.   As of January 2024, the lowest cost drug (generic) will be reimbursed at 80%.  Forms are available to submit to Canada Life if a generic substation is not suitable.

You and Your Survivor Books:  A 2023 updated version of this book is now available.  The cost to members is $10.00/book.  The book is also online and can be downloaded.

6. Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Rae McBurney gave the report and went through the financial statements that were available for members.   She explained the Excess Surplus process and how it had come about.   Rae and Wendy Jarvin advised members that Branch MB30 excess surplus had been put into the Branch Infrastructure Reserve.   The Reserve was explained.   
Larry Weisgerber moved the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Seconded by Bob Patryluk.  CARRIED 

7. Relocation Services Presentation:  Relocation Services Group is a relocation consulting firm that has been a Preferred Partner for 18 years.  Consultant Carl Nabein gave a zoom presentation on the services provided by the agency, such as Real Estate, Moving of Household Goods, and the Real Estate Cash-Back Rewards Program.     The presentation was well-received.

8. Lunch:    The meeting broke for lunch as supplied by Joe Beeverz.   

After lunch a draw was made for the 50/50 draw with Frank Plaxton being the winner.  The draw for the door prize (Tim Hortons Card) was won by Bob Patryluk.
Wendy Jarvin advised members the date of the upcoming Annual General Meeting is April 30, 2024.

9. Guest Speaker:  Christy Dzikowicz, Executive Director of the Toba Centre.  Toba Centre is a charitable organization based in Winnipeg that coordinates a collaborative approach to interviewing child abuse victims and children who have witnessed violent crimes from across our Province.  Their mission is to restore the health and wellbeing of those affected by child abuse through a coordinated community response.  Their vision is that every victim of child abuse and every child witness to violence is heard, helped, and healed.   Christy gave an overview of their work and the support they receive from the community, at large, including the City of Brandon, and the Brandon Police Service, and RCMP in this area.   Christy’s presentation was well-received.

10. Adjournment:   Kathie King moved that the meeting be adjourned.   Meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm.  
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